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We need to keep fighting for the 

American family, the American work-
er, the American business, so that this 
country continues to be the best place 
in the world to do business. Tax reform 
is an example of how we get that done. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUNTER TRUCK 
SALES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. KELLY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
80th anniversary of a reputable busi-
ness headquartered in my hometown of 
Butler, Pennsylvania: Hunter Truck 
Sales. 

Hunter Truck Sales is a family 
owned and operated, authorized dealer 
of Peterbilt and International heavy- 
duty trucks and is one of the largest 
heavy-duty truck commercial pro-
viders in the Northeast. 
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Hunter Truck is a staple of the com-
munity, and their success over the last 
80 years confirms that the American 
Dream is alive and thriving in Pennsyl-
vania and throughout the whole United 
States. 

Hunter Truck Sales is a name that 
has been synonymous with reliability 
since its founding in 1938. The business 
was started by Homer Hunter. Homer 
opened a small service station in the 
rural town of Eau Claire, Pennsyl-
vania, and quickly developed a reputa-
tion for his unparalleled commitment 
to trucking solutions with personalized 
sales, service, and parts. 

With hard work and unwavering dedi-
cation, the company has continuously 
grown and was eventually awarded a 
new truck sales franchise from Inter-
national Harvester, followed by earn-
ing a Peterbilt heavy-duty truck fran-
chise. 

Homer, along with his brothers, cre-
ated a customer-centric business that 
focused on teamwork, trust, account-
ability, and integrity. These very val-
ues led the company to its many 
achievements, and they remain at the 
core of the Hunter Truck Sales today, 
which is now owned and operated by 
the third generation of the Hunter fam-
ily: Jeff Hunter, Dave Hunter, William 
Hunter, and Nancy Hunter-Mycka. 

Hunter Truck currently operates 20 
locations in Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, New York, and New Jersey, and 
proudly employs nearly 1,000 people. 
Keep in mind all this started with a 
small service station and a family with 
big dreams and great work ethic. It is 
families like the Hunters who help 
local economies flourish by estab-
lishing successful business practices 
that can be sustained for multiple gen-
erations. 

While the services provided have 
evolved and the scope of the business 
has expanded, Hunter Truck remains 
fully committed to both their cus-

tomers and the communities they call 
home. 

As a leader in the heavy-duty truck 
industry, Hunter truck has invested in 
its workforce and in unique tech-
nologies that align with their mission, 
which is to build long-term relation-
ships that reflect value, integrity, and 
teamwork by providing their cus-
tomers with excellent parts, service, 
and products. 

It is truly an honor to recognize the 
Hunter family and Hunter Truck Sales 
for their pioneering spirit in the dem-
onstration of core American values. I 
encourage them to continue on what 
they have built with absolute pride— 
not boastful pride, but pride in know-
ing what Mr. Hunter started in 1938 has 
flourished and has provided so many 
jobs for so many people for so long. It 
is an incredible tribute to the way 
Americans think. 

Small businesses are the backbone of 
this country, and Hunter Truck Sales 
is truly an inspiration to entrepreneurs 
everywhere. 
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UPHOLD THE STIMSON DOCTRINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FERGUSON). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I am 
concerned that the President of the 
United States is engaged in a massive 
campaign of deception that threatens 
to upend U.S. policy towards Crimea, 
shake confidence in U.S. global leader-
ship, and override the stated will of the 
United States Congress. 

This dangerous precedent set in Cri-
mea cannot be overstated. Putin’s forc-
ible and illegal annexation of Crimea, 
the first forcible seizure of territory in 
Europe since World War II, undermines 
Ukrainian sovereignty and threatens 
the stability of European borders. 

Acquiescence on the part of the 
United States threatens the security of 
sovereign nations. Who is next? 
Moldova? Georgia? The Baltic States? 

It is the longstanding policy of the 
United States not to recognize terri-
torial changes effected by force, as dic-
tated by the Stimson Doctrine estab-
lished in 1932 by then Republican Sec-
retary of State Henry Stimson. 

We upheld that doctrine with the 
issuance of the Welles Declaration in 
1940, which stated emphatically that 
the United States would not recognize 
the illegal annexation of the Baltic 
States by then the Soviet Union. That 
policy remained in effect for 50 long 
years. 

For more than 50 years, we stood by 
the Baltic Republics of Estonia, Lith-
uania, and Latvia, sometimes in the 
face of ridicule. Today, they are inde-
pendent sovereign states and good 
members of NATO. The collective wis-
dom of the previous and current admin-
istrations, Congress, our European al-
lies, and the American public is that 
similar principles must be adopted 
with respect to Crimea. 

Crimea was Putin’s original violation 
in the Ukraine, and we have limited 
credibility objecting to Russia’s subse-
quent invasion of the Luhansk and 
Donetsk if we do not stand firm with 
respect to Crimea. 

The Obama administration estab-
lished a nonrecognition policy toward 
Russian sovereignty over Crimea and 
levied sanctions against individuals 
and entities enabling Russia’s occupa-
tion. Our allies in Europe stood with us 
shoulder to shoulder in emphasizing 
and enforcing those sanctions. 

Congress codified President Obama’s 
Crimea sanctions and has repeatedly 
used the power of the purse to prohibit 
the use of government funds for any ac-
tion that would recognize the de jure 
or de facto illegal annexation of Cri-
mea. 

And in the Countering America’s Ad-
versaries Through Sanctions Act, Con-
gress reiterated its support for the 
Stimson Doctrine and its application 
to the illegal invasions by Russia and 
occupations of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia in Georgia, Crimea, and eastern 
Ukraine, and the Transnistria region of 
Moldova. Even the State Department 
for the current administration has reit-
erated our nonrecognition policy and 
enforced Crimea sanctions. 

But through all of this, one man 
stands alone atop his bully pulpit with 
opaque intentions and armed with an 
arsenal of half-truths and downright 
lies. That person is the President of the 
United States, Donald Trump. 

I do not particularly care that Don-
ald Trump personally admires Vladi-
mir Putin. Everyone needs a role 
model. However, President Trump’s 
willful ignorance of the crisis in the 
Ukraine has had him repeat propa-
ganda and support policies that are so 
foreign that they would make Mr. 
Putin very happy. 

It was candidate Trump who said 
both ‘‘Crimea has been taken’’ and 
Putin is ‘‘not going into Ukraine.’’ I 
will not attempt to untangle the con-
tradictions therein. I trust President 
Trump has had time to study and un-
derstand why his comments betrayed a 
shockingly tenuous grasp of U.S. for-
eign policy and our increasingly dan-
gerous geopolitical climate. 

As Commander in Chief, the Presi-
dent has since had time to learn more 
about the situation in the Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine. Unfortunately, he has 
learned all the wrong lessons and has 
adopted a confrontational approach to 
current U.S. policy regarding Crimea. 

In justifying his position, the Presi-
dent has repeated several myths, some 
of which were no doubt originated by 
the Kremlin’s own propaganda ma-
chine. 

Myth number one: The people of Cri-
mea have said they preferred Russia— 
only in a referendum in an occupied 
Crimea with Russian troops all over 
the state. No referendum has validity 
at the end of a barrel of a gun. 
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Myth number two: The demographics 

of Crimea demand they be part of Rus-
sia because most of them speak Rus-
sian. I am sure Russian speaking popu-
lations in the Baltic Republics revolt 
at that kind of notion. And the claim 
also erases history because Crimean 
Tatars were forcibly removed from Cri-
mea by the dictator Stalin. 

This is the President’s most insidious 
myth, the third one; recognizing Cri-
mea could help improve relations with 
Russia. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time is expired. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. I don’t think so. 
Russia has a much more extensive 
agenda. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time is expired. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. It is time for the 
United States to recognize—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is no longer recognized. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. * * *. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President of the United States. 

f 

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 
LISTENING SESSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, on Monday, I 
hosted and chaired a Listening Session 
on Organic Agriculture at our State 
capitol in Harrisburg. 

Agriculture is a key economic driver 
in Pennsylvania and remains the Com-
monwealth’s number one industry. One 
in seven jobs in Pennsylvania is con-
nected to agriculture, a fact especially 
important in rural areas, generating 
some $7.4 billion in sales in 2017. 

Yet agriculture in Pennsylvania and 
around the country goes well beyond 
our local communities. Our farmers 
not only feed, clothe, and provide en-
ergy and fiber for all Americans, but 
also to many other nations around the 
world. 

Pennsylvania agriculture is diverse 
and encompasses a wide array of com-
modities and production methods. 
Monday’s listening session was specifi-
cally focused on the organic agri-
culture sector in Pennsylvania. 

I was proudly joined by my col-
leagues, Congressman SCOTT PERRY 
and Congressman TOM MARINO, as well 
as Pennsylvania’s agriculture deputy 
secretary, Cheryl Cook. We heard from 
a number of expert panelists, includ-
ing: Leslie Zuck of Pennsylvania Cer-
tified Organic; Dr. Kristy Borrelli of 
Penn State extension; Scott Sechler of 
Bell & Evans; Ken Rice, an organic 
livestock feed seller; Andrew Kline, an 
organic beef and milk producer; and 
Hannah Smith-Brubaker of the Penn-
sylvania Sustainable Agriculture Asso-
ciation, or PASA. 

We heard some tremendous testi-
mony from the all-star panel, and I 

thank them for their insights. Over the 
past decade, organic agriculture has 
flourished around the Nation. From 
2015 to 2016, the number of certified or-
ganic farms nationwide increased to 
more than 14,000, and the number of 
certified acres increased by 15 percent, 
according to the USDA. 

Pennsylvania has been a leading 
State in organic agriculture with more 
than 800 farms across the Common-
wealth. With some farms transitioning 
and others just starting out in agri-
culture, organic is being supported in a 
variety of ways. Through Pennsylvania 
Certified Organic, Penn State’s exten-
sion activities, stakeholder organiza-
tions, and the State Department of Ag-
riculture, many are working to help 
farmers who wish to transition to or-
ganic farming. 

There have also been a variety of 
supports put in place at the Federal 
level. Title X of the farm bill is the 
horticulture portion of the law which 
covers specialty crops, local and re-
gional foods, and organic agriculture. 

The 2014 farm bill included $34 mil-
lion annually to organic producers. 
This includes support for USDA’s Or-
ganic Agriculture Research and Exten-
sion Initiative, the National Organic 
Certification Cost Share Program, the 
National Organic Program, and the Or-
ganic Data Initiative. The farm bill 
also authorizes the Beginning Farmers 
and Ranchers Program, the Farmers 
Market and Local Food Promotion 
Program, the Market Access Program, 
the EQIP Organic Initiative, and our 
bedrock agricultural conservation pro-
grams. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, the House 
and Senate have been working dili-
gently to write the next farm bill as 
the current law expires in September. 
Writing a new farm bill is timely, as 
rural areas have been hit hard by farm 
recession in recent years with the aver-
age farm income roughly half of what 
it was just 5 years ago. 

Since both the House and Senate 
have passed versions of the farm bill, I 
look forward to working out the dif-
ferences in conference. This new law 
will certainly continue to support both 
traditional as well as organic agri-
culture on many fronts, and I look for-
ward to getting the final bill across the 
finish line. 

HONORING WORLD WAR I HEROES IN CLINTON 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
memory of two World War I heroes 
from Clinton County, Pennsylvania. 

Private First Class Ira Cranmer Kel-
ler and Corporal Beale Marshall Darby 
are the hometown soldiers for which 
the county’s Keller & Darby Memorial 
Park is named. Private First Class Kel-
ler was 24 years old and the first Clin-
ton County soldier to be killed during 
World War I. Corporal Darby was only 
18 years old and is the second home-
town soldier to lose his life in the 
Great War. 

Their families donated land in North 
Bend to be used as a public park, for-

ever commemorating their sacrifice for 
our freedom. This Sunday, there will be 
a formal memorial and rededication 
ceremony. A World War I Soldiers’ 
Commemorative Monument will also 
be unveiled in the park. 

Mr. Speaker, a century later, we are 
celebrating the lives of these two sol-
diers and honoring the sacrifice that 
they made to this great Nation. To this 
day, the park honors these North Bend 
heroes, as their families intended. It is 
a place where we will always remember 
the sacrifices that come with our free-
dom, and we will never forget. 
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OUR GUARANTEED FOUR 
FREEDOMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SWALWELL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, it was in this Chamber in 1941 
that Franklin Roosevelt told the world 
that every man, woman, and child in 
the world should be guaranteed four 
freedoms: the freedom of speech, the 
freedom of worship, the freedom from 
fear, and the freedom from want. 

And Mr. Speaker, today, our Presi-
dent has taken a wrecking ball to all 
four of those guarantees. He has de-
clared that the press is the enemy of 
the American people—going after that 
treasured freedom of speech, the right 
for me to speak here in this well, for 
people to assemble outside, and for the 
journalists behind me in the gallery to 
report on it—the freedom of worship 
that every man and woman and child 
could pray to the God of their choosing 
and not be discriminated because of it. 
Our country, as we speak right now 
today, has a Muslim ban in place. 
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Freedom from fear: Nearly daily, the 
President tweets out that the immi-
grants fleeing the harshest places in 
the world from violence and abject pov-
erty are the problem, that they are 
murderers and rapists. 

And freedom from want: The idea 
that if you work hard, it will mean 
something. Well, Mr. Speaker, this 
Chamber passed, and the President 
signed, a tax cut where 83 percent of 
the benefits went to the wealthiest 
among us. Not a tax cut that told our 
businesses: You can be more competi-
tive, but you have to share the profits 
with those who generated your produc-
tivity. 

Those four freedoms that we have all 
relied upon and depend upon in our 
country are being knocked down. We 
have an opportunity in this Chamber, 
Mr. Speaker, to unite and work to-
gether to restore those freedoms and 
rebuild them. 

Our Founders, in their wisdom, envi-
sioned that you could have a wrecking- 
ball, out-of-control Presidency, and 
they did not leave us helpless. They en-
visioned that the Article I check and 
balance of a Congress, elected by the 
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